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Free Trade Ports, Focus of Free Trade Zones and Local Government Choices from the
Perspective of National Strategy

ZHAO Wei
(Research Center for Private Economy, School of Economics, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310000)

Abstract: Constructing free trade zones and free trade ports is an important measure for China to promote
all-round and high-level opening-up in the new era. Parallel to this measure are two national-level development
strategies at the spatial level, namely the national regional strategy and the national overall strategy. The
consequential relationship is at least threefold: the first is the relationship between the free trade zones and the free
trade ports; the second is the relationship between the national regional strategy and the national overall strategy;
the third is the relationship between the free trade zone and free trade port construction and the national regional
strategy and the national overall strategy. On the basis of reviewing and summarizing these measures and the
connotation of national strategies and their relationship with each other, a more systematic analysis is made on the
key links, constraints faced and feasible choices of local governments in constructing free trade zones scattered
in multiple provinces and cities and the construction of free trade ports in Hainan Province, and corresponding
suggestions are put forward. The research shows that the main purpose of the national regional strategy is to focus
on constructing world-class urban agglomerations, and the national overall strategy is committed to building a
new dual-cycle development pattern. The construction of free trade zones scattered in more than 20 provinces and
municipalities is subordinate to the national regional strategy, while the construction of Hainan free trade port is
subordinate to the national overall strategy. Therefore, the two types of free trade zones face different constraints.
However, in terms of promoting internal and external market links and even seamless docking, there are many
similarities in the policy choices of local governments where the two types of free trade zones are located.
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